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The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views 

of Park United Reformed Church, nor those of the editor, if you want to hear his, just ask, but you’d probably get bored 
after a few minutes.. 
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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

‘Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own 

peace that I give you.’ (John 14:27)  

This is the promise that Jesus gave to his disciples, as recorded in John’s 
gospel. The promise of peace is not just the absence of war, or noise; 

the promise of peace is a gift that exceeds our understanding of 
peace. It is a peace that affects our whole being, in mind, body and 
soul. For some people, this probably sounds like an unattainable gift – 
for others it might seem like a fleeting experience – my guess is that few 
people have a constant sense of the peace of Christ. Yet, the promise 

remains for all of us – however you feel today, the gift of Christ’s peace 
is available today and always will be. 

Moving to a new home, or a new school, a new job, a new town are 
particularly challenging and potentially exciting times. There are new 
opportunities and new places to explore. There’s also the turmoil of 
moving stuff and finding the stuff you carefully packed away in boxes 

and suitcases! There’s the turmoil of making new friends and finding a 
new place to worship.  

For all those in our fellowship who are experiencing these changes, we 
pray for Christ’s peace in all the challenges. 

In our church life we celebrate one year since the completion of the 
kitchen and halls development project. It’s difficult to believe that the 

kitchen has been in place for a full 12 months! It has made a real 
difference to our church and ensured that we could enjoy social events 
and meals together, like our wonderful Harvest Supper and Barn dance 
which we enjoyed at the end of September.  

The changes also meant that we could offer a different style of worship, 
called Messy Church, and a café, once a week, which runs on a 

Monday lunchtime. 

The God we worship does not change and the generosity of God does 
not change: 
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‘God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 

always having sufficiency in all things, may have abundance for 

every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8)’ 

The Bible constantly reminds us that God’s grace is sufficient in all things, 
if we have faith and trust in the God of all life, all places and all seasons. 
We have witnessed this so clearly as the development project has 

progressed, each challenge was met and overcome, by the grace of 
God. 

We have a number of anniversaries to celebrate this month. Our 
Toddler Group has now been running for three years and we give 
thanks to God for all those involved in the leadership of the group, 
especially Judith Enang. The Toddler Group has become really well 

known and very popular! Our second Beaver Colony, which meets on 
Wednesdays continues to thrive and the first Beaver camp under 
canvas was a great success. Our Scouts are planning to attend a big 
jamboree in Essex in the summer holidays of 2016. Meanwhile, our 
Guide Company has a new leader called Emma Walshaw. We are 
delighted to have all these groups within our fellowship and pray for all 

the leaders in all sections. 

We look forward to welcoming new people to our fellowship, it is always 
a joy to see new people joining us for worship and becoming more 
involved in our church. We particularly welcome students coming to the 
University of Reading and pray that they will feel welcome and at 
home.  

Finally, may I remind you of our Auction of Promises event coming up in 
October, the first event of this kind for many years – please come along 
and enjoy a meal together, you might leave with a bargain or two! 

Finally, please join me in giving thanks to God for all the blessings we 
have received and in praying for wisdom as we seek to develop our 

mission in this part of Reading. 

Yours in Christ,  

Rob 
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Church Family News 

We send our love and very best wishes to Peggy Molineaux, who 
celebrated her 90th birthday during September. We hope you had a 
happy day. 

Best wishes to all those starting on a new stage in their studies: Lorna 
McCarron at St Andrews University, Daniel Gillett at Surrey, and Michael 
Bhebhe at Salford; Toby Weston, Abby King and Samantha Oguna are 

returning to university away from home, and we are pleased to 
welcome Karen McDonald and Steph Whittle as they return to Reading.  

Daisy Smith begins a course at Reading College, and Amy Weston starts 
her studies for A levels.  

Andrew Weston is taking up a three-year training post with the Civil 

Service. Congratulations and we hoped it goes well.  

We send best wishes to all who are receiving treatment. Vera McPhillips 
has been in hospital for a short time this week; Hilary Campbell is 
recovering from fractured arm, and Jenny King has had surgery on her 
hand.  

We also remember Sally Kirk, Jill Brighton, Olive Goodchild, Maureen 

Plummer and all others known to us who we remember week by week 
in prayer.  

Finally we send our sympathy to Donna, our weekend cleaner, whose 
father died two weeks ago.  

Doreen 

Park URC Monday Café  

In March we launched our café for the local community and we have 
had a wonderful response with many people joining us each week for 
baked potato lunch or a ploughman’s lunch, prepared by Debbie 
Lambie. My thanks to Alastair and Ruth Clark and to Maureen and Mick 
Plummer who helped out with the café in July.  

If you are interested please do come along, we meet in the David’s Hall 

between 12.00 and 2pm. 
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Auction Update!  

I’m sure most of you will have heard about the 
Auction of Items and Promises coming up on 
Saturday 17th October, 6.30-9.30pm, at Park.  

The lots are beginning to pour in now, which is very exciting.  

We have a varied selection of items from paintings to cakes, a set of 
golf clubs to a brand new barbeque!  

The promises are also wide-ranging from gardening and DIY to car 
cleaning, from dinner parties to a holiday in Wales! And much more 
besides! Keep them coming! 

A week before the event there will be a catalogue of lots for you to 
peruse to select the ones you would like to bid for.  

If you can’t be there on the day, you can still place a bid. Just email me 
on carrieking@talktalk.net to let me know which lot or lots you would 
like to bid on and how much you would be willing to bid. We will have a 
note of that information on the night. If yours was the highest bid – then 
it’s yours. But of course someone may bid higher, so you will not be 
successful then!  

So what will actually happen on the evening?  

Doors will open at 6.30pm. You will register your name and be given a 
card with your bidding number. You will also be given a drink and will 
have until 7pm to browse the catalogue and view the items, which will 
be on display. Promises will also be displayed on cards.  

Then the auction itself will begin with our very own auctioneer – Robert 

Weston!  

After a while we will pause for a light supper of sausage or vegetarian 
plait with salad, followed by dessert. Drinks will be available on the 
tables.  

Then auctioning will kick off again until 9.15pm when it will be time to 
pay and collect your items or your promises. If you do not have 

(enough) cash on the night, we will accept an IOU! 
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The more people we have at this event, the merrier it will be! Spread 

the word amongst all your family, friends and colleagues, and come 
and join the bidding wars! Or if you would just like to come, eat with us, 
and enjoy the fun going on around you without bidding yourself, that’s 
absolutely fine. 

Please sign up on the sheet at church or let me know numbers who are 

planning to come. The evening will be £3 for adults, £2 for children and 
£8 for families. 

Looking forward to seeing you there!  

I’m sure the evening will be a lot of fun, and I wondered if you would be 
available and willing to help on the day or before, either with catering, 
or setting up, or general dogsbody! Perhaps you could let me know? 

Carrie King 

One World Week  

One World Week this year is 18th 
- 25th October, and the theme is 
“Hope in Action”.  

The new co-ordinator for One 

World Week is Richard Becher, 
who will be known within Wessex 
Synod from his time serving as a 
minister with the Reading Group and Marlow United Reformed 
Churches.  

A newsletter is available at: 

http://www.oneworldweek.org/v2/celebrating-the-action-that-gives-
hope.html 

Christian Aid – The Big Shift  

It was a wet September evening in 
Oxford when I had an opportunity to 
find out about Christian Aid’s next 

campaign on the topic of climate 
change.  
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Yes, I know we have been doing our bit with our solar panels and bio-

mass boilers – both of which reduce our carbon emissions enormously – 
but climate change remains a very real threat to the whole planet. All 
vehicles that run on petrol and diesel create pollution, not just VW cars 
that have been dominating the news over the past few weeks! 

The Big Shift campaign is focusing on the use of fossil fuels in electricity 

generation – basically calling for everyone to stop the huge investments 
in coal, gas and oil powered power stations. Few of us are aware of the 
huge investments in this industry by our government, by our pension 
funds, by our banks and even by our churches.  

At the last Wessex Synod meeting we had a good discussion about 
‘divestment’ but our trustees have continued to argue that by investing 

in these companies we can have a voice at shareholder meetings. 
There is some merit in this argument but Christian Aid recommend that 
we put pressure on all groups (not just the Synod) to make ‘The Big Shift’ 
from fossil fuel investments. 

More details about Christian Aid’s work and their latest campaigns can 
be found at christianaid.org.uk 

Robert Weston 
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Westminster College 

You are warmly invited to the college Open Day on Saturday 17th 
October 2015  

10am - 4.30pm  including the Service of Celebration and 
Commemoration of Benefactors.   

Please contact the college office for more details.  

The full Open Day Programme will be available on the college website 
www.westminster.cam.ac.uk. 
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Maintenance News  

The patch of plaster, which you may have seen inside 
the church, has been drying out during the summer 
months. Soon we will be able to appoint a specialist 
plasterer to repair the patch. 

The chairs in the memorial garden are looking good 
after their coat of wood preserver and so are the 

double doors to the church.  

The car park potholes have been patched up and hopefully they will 
keep the puddles to a minimum.  

Sunday SALT Group Volunteers 

Each Sunday morning our children and young people go out into 
various groups, of different age groups.  

We are looking for a number of replacement volunteers, so if you are 
able to help either in leading sessions with a particular age group or 
assisting someone else (we aim to have two adults for every group) 
then please speak to Carrie King or Simon King.  

In line with our Safeguarding Policy, all volunteers must be DBS checked 
before they begin work with children and young people, this is a simple 

process and does not incur any cost to the volunteer or local church. 

Rob Weston 
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Fundraising for our Development Project 

Whilst our kitchen and David’s hall development project is completed 
we still have a small loan to repay to the Wessex Synod, each year we 
will be paying £14,100 (for the next five years). The fundraising team 
have organised a number of events this year and we are grateful for all 
your support. All of the events give us an opportunity to share fellowship 
together. We thank all who made the Barn Dance and Harvest supper 

in September such a success and we look forward to Auction of 
promises and evening meal coming up in October. 

• 17th Oct Auction of items and promises with supper 

• 28th Nov Christmas Fair 

Details of both events will be given out in the notices and displayed on 

posters in the church halls. Both of the events are being held at Park 
URC. 

Fundraising team 

Lakeside Care Home Services 

Our second ‘Songs of Praise’ style 
service at Lakeside Care Home, took 
place in June. Once again we 

received a very warm reception and 
look forward to many more 
opportunities to share together  

We would be delighted to be joined 
by members of Park URC, please 

consider coming along and enjoying 
fellowship and praise in this new 
venue. The service is around 40 minutes long and includes hymns 
chosen by those coming along. 

The next service will be on Wednesday 21st October at 2.30 pm and 
subsequent dates will be advertised in the magazine and on the church 

website www.parkurc.org.uk  
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For Your Diary - Meeting Dates For 2016 

Gift Day for Kitchen Development Project 

The new kitchen and refurbished David’s Hall has been a really positive 
change in our church premises and we are grateful for the many 
blessings that made this possible.  

We have a small amount of funding to raise each year to pay back the 
loan from Wessex Synod. A huge thank you to all who have supported 
our Gift Day which was on Sunday 28th June.  

The total amount given this year (including the Gift Aid) is £4214. 

Thank you to all who gave so generously, it is very much appreciated. 

Alistair Knox 

 F & GP Elders Church Meeting 

 Wednesdays Wednesdays Sundays 

Jan 6 13 24 

Feb 3 10 - 

Mar 2 9 20 

May 4 11 22 

June 1 8 - 

July - 13 24 

Sept 7 14 25 

Oct 5 12 - 

Nov 2 9 27 

Dec 7 - - 
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October Calendar 

Sun 4th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room  

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

  3.00 pm Messy Church 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Wed 7th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and General Purposes Committee 

Sun 11th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Mon 12th – Wed 14th Minister away at Luther King House 

Wed 14th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sat 17th 10.30 am – 

4 pm 

Fresh Expressions Day at Henley URC 

  6.30 pm Auction of promises and Evening Meal 

Sun 18th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship  

  7.00 pm Ignite Evening Worship 

Wed 21st 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  2.30 pm Lakeside Care Home service 

   Last day for magazine contributions for the 
November issue, to be published on 
November 1st 

Sun 25th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship  

   7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

 
House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak 
to the Church Secretary Roger Clark, if you are interested in joining a 
group. 
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Orders for 2016 

It will soon be time to place orders for 
next year’s publications. 

URC Prayer handbook for 2016, “Hidden 
in Plain Sight”. £6.50 per copy.  

IBRA Bible Reading Notes: “Fresh from the 
Word”: annual volume at £9 per copy 

Daily Bread (Scripture Union): four 
quarterly booklets at £3.99 per quarter. 

There will be a list to sign for both these 
publications on the Halls noticeboard. 
Please sign up, or contact Doreen Woods 

(IBRA) or Jenny Jones (Daily Bread) to place an order.  

Please watch the weekly notices for deadline dates for signing up. 

Reform (magazine of the United Reformed 
Church) 

Please contact Gaye Rees (tel. 934 0907) if 
you wish to order or re-order Reform. As far 

as we know the price will still be £25 for 10 
issues. 

If you have difficulty in reading print, an 
audiobook version is available free of 
charge. Gaye will be glad to give you 
details of this. 

Doreen 
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From the Moderators of URC General Assembly 

Dear Friends,   

We write to let you know about last Saturday’s one-day meeting of the 
General Assembly in Birmingham, which discussed the marriage of 
same-sex couples. This was a continuation of work begun at last year’s 
General Assembly in Cardiff, with the same membership, chiefly drawn 
from the thirteen synods of the Church. The discussion was thus able to 

take into account the thoughts and concerns that had been shared at 
Cardiff. Assembly also reflected on the results of the Church-wide 
consultation that ran from last September until March and to which the 
majority of our local churches contributed.   

Assembly took some significant decisions, as follows:   

Assembly decided not to express a single opinion on the matter of 
same-sex marriage. Members’ convictions and views vary widely. No 
single view could fairly represent the URC as a whole.   

For that reason, local Church Meetings in England and Wales should be 
responsible for deciding whether to apply to register their church 
buildings for same-sex marriage services. A local church might with 

integrity opt either to do this or not to do it. [In ecumenical churches the 
decision must also depend on the other participating denominations. 
But, so far as the URC is concerned, the view of the local church will be 
key.]   

In Scotland, where the law focuses on the nomination of celebrants, the 
Synod of Scotland would act for our Church in this matter, under the 

oversight of the Registrar General for Scotland.   

Finally, Assembly decided, since the marriage of same-sex couples 
would significantly alter URC practice, to seek ratification of the above 
set of policies by the formal process that we use for constitutional 
changes. This will involve asking our thirteen synods to consider the 
matter, and unless at least five of them ask that it ‘be not proceeded 

with’, bringing it back for final decision at next year’s Assembly. Only at 
that stage could all of the above policies come into operation.   

You will surely understand that Assembly’s work was not straightforward. 
As well as the underlying theological issues, this matter is both legally 
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complex and pastorally sensitive, and many of our people have been 

deeply affected by the Church’s discussion – for a wide variety of 
reasons. So Saturday’s decisions have left some hopeful of a new 
pastoral openness in the Church, yet frustrated by the prospect of a 
year’s delay before it could become reality. Others, by contrast, think it 
wrong that the Church might change its practice in this way, and regret 

that the Assembly has not adhered more fully to the traditional view of 
marriage. We have, in a discussion conducted on all sides with good 
conscience and good intent, caused one another some degree of 
hurt.   

Yet Elizabeth Caswell, who presented much of the business on behalf of 
the Human Sexuality Task Group, reminded us of the words of Romans 

14: ‘Welcome one another.’ We are not the first group of Christians to 
wrestle with a divisive issue. Others before us have struggled to cope 
when they find that sisters and brothers in Christ, people whom they 
know and love well, disagree with them. The words of Romans speak 
out of such a situation, inviting us to value the unity of our Church, so 
that difference of opinion may not weaken important bonds of contact 

and care.   

In the tasks and duties to which you have appointed the three of us, we 
shall try to be open and faithful to all in the URC. That does not mean 
that the Assembly Moderators and General Secretary can interact 
closely with every local church. This support role belongs with Synods, 
and particularly with their Moderators. But as the Church carries forward 

the decisions Assembly has made, we shall try to handle any discussion 
that continues with honesty, care and pastoral respect, and to lead in 
ways that help the people of the Church to value, trust and love one 
another.   

You in turn, as you serve in your local churches and communities, have 

an important contribution to make, for the good of the Church and the 
work of the gospel. Part of our distinctive witness as a denomination is 
that we build bridges when opinions differ. We do this in our own local 
churches; we do it in our ecumenical work; and we do it across the 
breadth of the URC as a whole. So we thank and value you, for what 
you give to this whole. We wish you strength, hope and wisdom, as you 

carry forward the work of Christ’s good news in your locality.   
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If you wish to reply to this letter, please address your response to the 

General Secretary and all three of us will then read it.   

Yours sincerely,   

John Ellis & David Grosch-Miller Moderators 

John Proctor General Secretary 

 

Beavers Camp  

The Beaver Scouts from 73rd Reading 
(Park) Scout Group had their very first 
camp under canvas in September 
and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience, staying at Youlbury 

Scout Camp Site near Oxford.  

Previously Beavers have only been 
able to stay in huts or church halls – and they have enjoyed several 
sleepovers at Park URC – but the rules have now changed to allow 
‘proper’ camping.  

Did they enjoy it? They certainly did and they are clamouring to book a 

camp for next year, our Beaver leaders and Cub leaders are in 
discussion to find a suitable date and campsite. 

Darren Wright & Si Lock (Beaver Leaders) 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
    
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark     
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:   

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King     
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 

support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 

  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 

 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  3.00 pm Messy Church (1st Sunday of month) 

 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Toddler Group 

 12.00 pm Monday Cafe 

 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  

 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 

 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 

 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 

 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 

 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 

 5.30 pm Rainbows 

 7.15 pm  Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 

 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am The Allenova Ballet School 

 9.30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 

 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  
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